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Toffolon Student Council Sponsors 
Autism Speaks Awareness Week 
The Toffolon School Student Council spon-
sored an Autism Speaks Awareness Week be-
ginning April 1, 2016. The group worked with a 
local Autism Speaks group, Andy’s Pirates,  from 
Waterbury, Connecticut. Student Council mem-
bers organized several events throughout the 
week to bring awareness of Autism to Toffolon. 
The theme focused on fitting the pieces together 
and “Lighting it up Blue.” The students presented 
a slideshow filled with facts about autism and a 
mini video that showcased an autistic child. In 
addition, the weeklong event featured a Wear 
Blue to School Day, creating blue puzzle piece 
locker tags, and culminating April 6, with a blue 
glow in the dark dance party in the hallway. 

DID YOU KNOW? The Plainville Adult and 
Continuing Education Department invites staff to 
borrow a FREE Pass to the New Britain Museum 
of American Art. One pass admits up to 4 people 
at no charge. Staff may check out the pass for 
up to 1 week from the department's lending li-
brary. Email your museum pass reservation re-
quest to: obrienj@plainvilleschools.org  

Meteorologists Visit MSP! 
On March 24th  sixth graders at the Middle 
School welcomed presenters Dan Amarante, 
Certified Broadcast Meteorologist, and Rachel 
Frank, Emmy Award Winning Meteorologist, 
from FOX 61 News. The presentation included 
information about how they came to study mete-
orology, their daily routines as meteorologists,  
favorite weather to forecast, how to predict 
weather patterns and what various clouds mean. 
The students were recognized on the FOX 61 
News at 10 that evening for being an amazing, 
respectful audience with great questions!    

PHS Group Attends Girls & STEM Expo 
14 Plainville High School students, together 
with faculty members Paris Godbout and 
Mark Chase attended the Girls & STEM Expo 
held at Central Connecticut State University on 
April 8th. The students participated in a variety of 
activities including snap circuits, DNA extraction, 
and creating cardboard chairs. They also attend-
ed a presentation hosted by the Society Of Wom-
en Engineers.  

PHS Students Share Marine Technolo-
gies Experiences with MSP Peers 
PHS seniors Jami Rosada-Rivera and Briana 
Lugo, together with PHS Science Department 
faculty member Ken Fusco recently visited the 
Middle School to share their experiences in the 
Marine Technology for Teachers and Students 
(MaTTS) program, based at the University of 
Rhode Island’s Inner Space Center and the Uni-
versity of Connecticut’s Avery Point campus. The 
high school students also provided an opportunity 
for the middle school students to interact with ma-
rine biologist Holly Morin of the Inner Space Cen-
ter via Skype. The MaTTS Program provides op-
portunities for teams of teachers and students to 
experience new technologies related to exploring 
the global ocean, discover pathways in marine 
careers using new tools, and develop leadership 
capacity. 

Indian Rock Comes To Wheeler! 
Wheeler School’s first graders enjoyed an “in 
house field trip” visit from Ms. Eileen and Ms. Bar-
bara of the Indian Rock Nature Preserve in Bris-
tol, Ct. The visitors brought animals that are na-
tive to Connecticut such as green frogs, corn 
snakes, box turtles and even a stuffed Horned 
Owl. The students were able to touch the animals, 
and learned about their habits and habitats. 


